YPSILANTI 


AND en AFFAIRS 


issued by 
AMERICAN COUNCIL 
ON EDUCATION 


1785 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W. 
WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


b bulletin No. Volume VIII, Number 9 March 9, 1959 


Administration's Program As requested by the Committee on Relationships of 
for College Construction Higher Education to the Federal Government, Council 
Subject of Special Study President Arthur S. Adams has appointed a Subcommittee 


to Study the Administration's Proposal for Higher 
Education Construction. Chairman of the subcommittee is President Robert W. Van Houten 
of the Newark College of Engineering. Other members are President Daniel Z. Gibson of 
Washington College, President John A. Perkins of the University of Delaware, President 
Elvis J. Stahr of West Virginia University, and Comptroller G. E. Harwood of the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame. The subcommittee will meet in Washington on March 18. 

At that meeting the subcommittee will have available a large number of replies to 
the letter which President Adams sent on February 17 to the heads of all institutional 
members of the Council. With regard to the Administration's higher education construc- 
tion program (See this Bulletin, Vol. VIII, No. 7), Dr. Adams asked two questions: 

(1) To what extent do you anticipate that your institution could take advantage 
of the plan as proposed, if this should become the sole Federal program for this purpose? 

(2) Would this program be preferable or less advantageous to your institution than 
those included in the Housing Bill passed on February 5 by the Senate? (This bill would 
offer Federal loans up to 50 years, on a formula which at present sets the rate at 2-7/&, 
for housing or academic buildings.) (See this Bulletin, Vol. 8, No. 6). 

The subcommittee will make its report to the full committee on April 2. Although 
no firm assurances have been received, there is reason to hope that hearings on this 
legislation, S. 1017 and H.R. 4267, will be postponed until after the April 2 date by 
the Senate Committee on Labor and Public Welfare and the House Committee on Education 
and Labor. Separate hearings are under way concerning the Administration's parallel 
proposal for Federal assistance for school construction. 


Many Institutions Are 
| Not Taking Advantage 
of Surplus Property 


Many schools and colleges across the country, for 
one reason or another, are failing to take advantage 
of a virtually cost-free opportunity to strengthen 
the teaching of science and mathematics, according 
to Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare. He says that 
| Government surplus equipment suitable for use in teaching science and mathematics is 
currently declared surplus at the rate of about $100 million in initial value each year. 
Although the equipment is available to colleges and universities and to public, 
parochial and nonprofit private schools throughout the country, only about 20 percent 
of the scientific items actually find their way into educational institutions. Schoois 
that have picked up scientific surplus property have put it to good use in science and 
mathematics teaching; but there are many more schools that apparently are unaware of 
the kinds of equipment that they can obtain simply by paying warehousing and trans- 
portation costs. 
This equipment ranges all the way from push buttons for second graders to jet 
airplanes for engineering students. It includes nautical and navigation instruments; 
radio and radar equipment; electric motors and generators; photographic equipment; 


spectrometers; laboratory items and supplies, including chemicals, lenses, and 
electronic items and components. 


A large part of this equipment comes from the Department of Defense, where 
it has been used in research laboratories, in training personnel, or in actual 
operations throughout the country. Other items come from the Atomic Energy Con- 
mission, from the laboratories of the Department of Agriculture, from the Veterans 
Administration, and from other Federal agencies. Many of the items are in the 
original packing cases. 

The spotty demand for scientific surplus equipment is in sharp contrast to 
the speed with which other surplus items, such as building supplies for school 
maintenance and machine tools and materials for vocational education programs, 
are picked up. That scientific equipment could be equally valuable to schools 
and colleges generally--if they know of its existence--is shown by the fact that 
it is constantly being bought up by dealers, after it has gone begging for a 
sufficient length of time, and then is resold to schools. 

Once property has been determined "surplus"--that is, its usefulness to the 
Government has ceased--the Surplus Property Division of the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare assumes responsibility for getting as much of it as pos- 
sible where it can do the most good. State surplus property agencies--and every 
state and the District of Columbia has one--let the Department know how much they 
think will be requested, and the property is transferred to state warehouses. 
Representatives of schools may visit these state warehouses and select the items 
they require. Some states also circulate lists of available materials and accept 
orders by mail. 

Real and personal property which is not disposed of in this way is adver- 
tised for sale to the public. About a year ago, for example, 100 instruments 
which record direction and velocity of the wind were declared surplus property, 
but educational institutions did not ask for them. They were sold to surplus 
dealers who in turn sold them to schools. Electrical measuring instruments have 
been sold by the thousands for as little as a few cents each and later resold to 
schools. 

Where real efforts have been made to inform the schools, the results have 
been extremely gratifying, Secretary Flemming says. The North Carolina State 
agency, for example, has circularized every school in the state with a list of 
scientific items available, and established a Saturday warehouse "open house” for 
science teachers. The state agency now accepts all the scientific equipment it 
can get, knowing that the schools will put it to good use. In Nebraska the state 
agency worked with the University of Nebraska in preparing guide sheets for 
science teachers, to show how available equipment can be modified or adapted. 

The Texas agency has on its staff a specialist whose chief concern is to see that 
available scientific equipment is put to maximum use in Texas schools. 

A school or college can obtain much useful equipment for its science and 
mathematics courses simply by: 

1. Getting in touch with the state surplus property agency and establishing 
the institution's eligibility. 

2. Sending the appropriate personnel to the warehouse to see what is 
actually available or likely to be coming in. 

3. Informing each science or mathematics teacher what is available and at 
the same time obtaining a list of items that each teacher would like to have for 
his classes. 

4. Providing the state agency with a list of desired items so that the state 
agency can be on the lookout for them as they become surplus. 

In many instances it is simply a matter of backing the school bus or station 
wagon up to the loading platform of the warehouse, picking up previously selected 
items and driving off with them. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS | 


-3- 


Valuable scientific equipment constantly comes on this "market". Within a 
few weeks 19 unused dynamometers for checking engine efficiency are likely to be 
available in the New Orleans area, left over from the Michaud Ordnance Plant, 
which formerly built tanks. Each has an acquisition cost of more than $11,000. 
These dynamometers will, it is hoped, find their way into engineering schools which 
need them. 

A large number of secondary schools, colleges, and universities have taken 
advantage of the opportunity to obtain valuable equipment at little or no cost. 
Recently $4 million worth of radar units were allocated to universities and 
colleges. Last fall a $1,300,000 aerial navigation trainer was given to the 
University of Pennsylvania, which will use its components in building a nuclear 
reactor. Electronic computors have been given to the University of New Mexico, 
the Louisiana Polytechnic Institution, the University of Kansas, and George 
Washington University in Washington, D. C. Students in a Kentucky high school 
operate a "ham" radio station put together with surplus property--and students 
in a Virginia technical school operate their own TV station--also assembled from 
surplus property. The Aeronautical Engineering Department of the University of 
Maryland has constructed a supersonic wind tunnel from parts of a former Japanese 
wind tunnel and two large steel tanks formerly used by the Navy in conducting a 
diving school. 

During 1958, 7,476 machine tools were allocated, with an acquisition cost 
of nearly $13-1/2 million. This represents an increase over 1957 of 339 percent 
in the number of machine tools donated, and a 312 percent increase in their 
acquisition cost. Additional thousands of components, accessories, and supplies 
for these machines, as well as related testing and measuring equipment, were also 
given to schools. As patterns of defense production continue to change, even 
more machines are expected to be available in the “tools for schools" program. 
These machine tools should be in especial demand by Area Vocational Educational 
programs now being established or expanded under Title VIII of the National 
Defense Education Act. 

During the past year, about 80 percent of all surplus personal property was 
distributed to schools, about 10 percent to hospital and health facilities, and 
10 percent for civil defense purposes. Since the inception of the Surplus 
Property Utilization Program in 1946, personal property with a Government acquisi- 
tion cost of $1,590,835 ,673 has been made available to state agencies for donation 
for health, education, and civil defense purposes. Real property with an 


acquisition cost of $742,373,674 has been transferred to health and educational 
institutions. 


Character Development Development of intellect and cultivation of 
Is Subject of New Book character on the college campus reinforce one 
another and ideally proceed together, but 

neither prospers when one is emphasized and the other neglected. This is a 
conclusion of "The College Influence on Student Character", a study conducted by 
Edward D. Eddy, Jr., vice-president and provost, University of New Hampshire, and 
published this month by the American Council on Education. 

To put it another way, Dr. Eddy reports that when a college expects a high 
level of development in both the character andintellect of students and faculty 
the achievement toward each goal is likely to be high, but when either goal is 


- neglected, the achievement toward both goals is likely to suffer. 
: Financed by grants from the Calkins Foundation and the Ford Foundation, the 
i study was made for the Council's Committee for the Study of Character Development 


in Education, whose chairman is Rufus H. Fitzgerald, chancellor emeritus, Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. 


Based on observations and interviews on 20 college and university campuses 
in 17 states, the book is a report by Dr. Eddy and two associates on how the col- 
leges influence, consciously or not, the character of their students. 

They sought answers to such questions as: What is the college's responsibility 
for the character development of its students? How does such a responsibility be- 
come related to the professed aims of intellectual development? What positive and 
negative influences on character now operate on the campus? 

Dr. Eddy reports that while there are "untapped riches" in both the colleges 
and the students, his survey found "much more about which to be encouraged than 
discouraged. We believe that the American college can achieve the dual goal of 
intellectual excellence and force of character. The two are inextricably inter- 
woven in the truly educated man. The obligation of the college to strengthen and 
deepen the opportunity for this important dual dimension implies not abandonment, 
but intensification of its primary purpose of intellectual development. Excellence 
of character depends upon a more searching, more challenging, more strenuous 
collegiate experience in totality." 

Copies of the book are being sent to heads of institutional members and to 
secretaries of constituent members of the Council. Additional copies may be ob- 
tained from the Publications Division of the Council at $3.00. 


Alumni Give More Alumi giving to American higher education climbed 2% 
to Their Colleges in 1957-58, according to the American Alumni Council's 


twenty-first annual survey of alumni support. 

A record $129,442,980 in gifts from graduates and former students was reported 
by 478 universities and colleges in the United States. Included also in the survey 
were alumni giving totals of $12,415,574 for 120 independent secondary schools and 
$1,253,659 for 12 Canadian universities. Total giving by alumni to all 610 re- 
porting institutions in the 1957-58 survey thus reached a record $143,112,213. 

Of the total contributed by alumni, $38,799,845 was channelled through the 
annual alumni funds as "living endowment." Bequests, capital gifts and other sup- 


port given directly to the institutions accounted for the larger share of the total. J 


Despite a drop from the previous survey in the size of average gift from 
$35.60 to $32.03, the annual alumni funds recorded significant gains in the number 
of contributors (from 1,016,484 to 1,211,395) and in the percentage of alumni 
responding to the appeals for gifts (from 20.5% to 22.5%). 

Total gift support of all types from all sources reported by the 610 institu- 
tions participating in the American Alumni Council's survey reached $558,950,943. 
Contributions from alumi represented 25 .H of the total. 

Detailed information on the objectives, methods and results of alumni fund 
raising operations for the participating schools appear in the booklet, "Survey 
of Annual Giving and Alumni Support," published by the American Alumni Council. 
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and Research 
QUESTIONNAIRES 
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WASHINGTON 6, D. C. 


No. 22 - February 27, 1959 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 


If an address is given, please write direct to that address. 


If an address is not given, write to us and we will send you the address. 
Please give the QR number. 


(Student Teaching) QR 1262 - A questionnaire entitled "Certain Aspects of the 
Student Teaching Program" was circulated to member institutions of the American 
Association of Colleges for Teacher Education by the College of Education, 


Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. 


(College Information - General) QR 1264 - A questionnaire circulated by the 
New England Board of Higher Education, 31 Church Street, Winchester, Massachusetts, 
requesting information for inclusion in a publication entitled "Facts About New 
England Higher Education" to be published in the Spring, 1959. This will bring 
up to date "Two Surveys" published 2 years ago. 


(Recruiting Trends) QR 1245 - Questionnaire of survey of recruiting trends 
for 1959. Results will be published. 


(Departments - Location) QR 1265 - A questionnaire survey to study the collegial 
location of several departments of instruction circulated by Kent State University, 
Kent, Ohio, to nearly all coeducational, complex, general-purpose institutions 
enrolling more than 5,000 full-time students. A summary will be available - 50¢ 
per copy. 


(Finances) QR 1258-Q738 - A questionnaire entitled "College and University 
Financial Report, 1957-58." For further information write to Bureau of 


Statistical Services, State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 


(Degrees) QR 1258-Q739 - is a copy of QR 679 used by the U.S. Office of Education. 
It requests that a copy of the information reported to the U.S. Office of Education 
on Earned Degrees Granted During Year 1957-58 be sent to the Bureau of Statistical 


Services, State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 


(Enrollment) QR 1258-Q740 - A questionnaire entitled "College and University 
Student Enrollment as of October 11, 1958." For further information write to 


Bureau of Statistical Services, State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 
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(Faculty) QR 1258-9741 - A questionnaire entitled "College and University 
Faculty Fall 1958." For further information write to Bureau of Statistical 


Services, State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 
(Degrees) QR 1258-Q742 - A questionnaire entitled "Associate Degrees Granted 


During 1957-58." For further information write to Bureau of Statistical Services, 


State Education Department, Albany 1, New York. 


(Housing) QR 1263 - A questionnaire survey on College and University Housing 
Constructed Since 1950. The results will be published. 


(Facilities) QR 284 circulated by the U.S. Office of Education has resulted in 
a report entitled "College and University Facilities Survey - Part I: Cost 
and Financing of College and University Buildings, 1951-55." Circular No. 540, 


available from Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D.C., 45¢ per copy. This is the first of 5 related reports now 
planned for publication on the adequacy of college and university plants, and on 


the replacements and expansions needed. 


(Behavioral Sciences) QR 1255 - A questionnaire entitled "Relationships with 
the Behavioral Sciences."' This study forms a part of the work of the Commission 
on Relationships with the Behavioral Sciences of the National Association of 
Student Personnel Administrators. It will be followed by later studies "aimed 
at giving a clearer understanding of the attitudes of behavioral scientists 


toward student personnel administration and ways and means by which more effective 


inter-communication can be established." 


(High School) QR 910 - (previously listed) has resulted in a 31 page report 
entitled "Length and Organization of the Academic Senior High School Day." 

For further information write to Director of Research, Public Schools, Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 


(Research) QR 1276 - A 1 page questionnaire on "Policy Governing Research." 


(Degree Requirements - Social Sciences) QR 129 circulated by the U.S. Office of 
Education has resulted in a report entitled "Social Science Requirements for 
Bachelor's Degrees."" This study is a phase of a larger investigation of higher 
education curriculums being planned by the Office of Education. Copies of the 


report may be obtained from The Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C., at 30¢ per copy. 


(Curriculum - Psychiatry and Psychology) An article based on QR 428, (previously 


listed), has been published under the title "The Teaching of Psychiatry in 
Law Schools." 


(Faculty and Administration) QR 1274 - A letter request for materials which 
give information about the "structuring of faculty and administration in a 
selected number of universities and colleges." The College of Medical 
Evangelists, Loma Linda, California. 


It is assumed that those who ask others to contribute their time 


and talent to the completion of questionnaires accept, in return, 


the obligation to make available to those interested a summary 
of the results. 
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